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Gold and Silver. The nisab of gold is 20 mithqals x and
the nisab of silver is 200 dirhams. The rate of zakat both
in gold and silver is one-fourth of one-tenth of the nisab,
i. e., one-half mithqal in 20 mithqals of gold and 5 dirhams
in 200 dirhams of silver.

There is no zakat for less than 20 mithqals of gold and
200 dirhams of silver because of the hadlths: " There is no
zakat on gold until its value amounts to 200 dirhams" and
" There is no zakat on silver until it reaches 200 dirhams
and when it reaches 200 dirhams the zakat on it is 5 dir-
hams"

*A mithqdl literally means any measure of weight. In general usage
it denotes the weight of a piece of gold weighing 20 qirdts. A qirdt isJ
the weight of 5 medium-sized grains of barley whose husk has not
been removed but whose projecting ends have been cut off. The
mithqdl is then 100 grains. This is according to the later canonists
and to the weight system of Hijaz and most of the cities. According
to the earlier writers and to the weight system of Samarqand, a mithqdl
is 6 ddniqs, a ddniq 4 tassujs, a tassuj 2 habbahs, and a habbah 2
grains; in other words, a mithqdl is 96 grains, or 19 qlrdts and I grain,
instead of the 100 grains or 20 qlrdts of the former version. Dindr
literally means a round gold coin, and technically a mithqdl's weight
of such coins. Likewise dirham literally means a round silver coin,
and technically the weight of such a coin. There have been various
versions concerning the weight of a dirham in terms of a mithqdl, a
dirham being, according to these estimates, 1/2, 6/10, 9/10 of, or I
mithqdl. Later in the time of the calif Omar the weight of the dirham
was fixed at 7/10 of a mithqdl. This last ratio is called the septimal
weight (wazn sab'ah) and is the weight used in zakdt. (Tech. Diet.,
p. 500; Majmcf, p. 169.) According to certain doctors in sakdt it is
the weight of each locality that is taken into consideration. (Jdmie, p.
311.) For the Shafiite and Malikite views on the matter, see Minhdj
(p. 244), Mawardi (p. 206) and Kharashi (p. 81). According to the
Mabsut (p. 190), at the time of the Prophet, the dinar was valued at
10 dirhams; in other words, I mithqdl of gold was worth 10 dirhams
of silver. There are various versions concerning the weight of a
dirham in terms of a mithqdl, but the version generally accepted is
that a dirham was ^ of a mithqdL The value of gold, then, in rela-
tion to that of silver seems to have been as i to 5, or, according to the
most extreme version, as i to 10. In Hamilton's English translation
of the Hiddyah, the dirham is valued at about 2 pence sterling.